
 
Institute for Collaborative Education 

 
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Part One--Current Events 
 
In the fall, we will be looking at certain “hot topics” and how they are debated in the 
American political landscape, as we study one of the great novels about politics and 
propaganda. To increase your knowledge about current events, please choose one of the 
following issues that you want to learn the most about, read at least five articles about that 
issue from a variety of sources, and write about what you learned. 
 
Please choose among the following topics: 
 
● US immigration policy (the Trump administration’s proposed southern border wall, 

their attempted “travel ban” of people from several Muslim-majority countries, etc.) 
● US foreign policy topics (such as: “the war on terror,” ISIS, the civil war in Syria, Iraq, 

European Union, relations with countries like Iran, China, North Korea or Russia, etc.) 
● The FBI and Congressional investigations into hacking during the 2016 US elections 
● The US economy (taxes, jobs, minimum wage, etc.) 
● Proposed changes to the health care system  
● Race and racism 
● LGBTQ+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning) rights 
● Law enforcement / criminal justice issues / the prison system 
● Gender equality / women’s rights 
● Global warming policy  
● Government spending on social programs  

 
Some good places to look for articles with different points of view are: 
 
● nytimes.com 
● theguardian.com 
● washingtonpost.con 
● democracynow.org 
● foxnews.com 
● theintercept.com 
● other news websites--for a longer list, go to the class website: 

7icehumanities.blogspot.com 
● good, old-fashioned books!  

 
 
 
 
 



Writing Assignment for Part One 
 

1) Summarize what you have learned about your issue in your own words (at least two 
double-spaced, typed pages in 12 point font).  

 
2) Write your own analysis, opinions, and questions that you want to know more about 

related to your issue (at least one double-spaced typed pages in 12 point font). 
 

3) Go over your writing and edit it, paying attention to your use of separate paragraphs, 
spelling (be sure to use spell check on your computer!), grammar, periods and 
commas, and the overall clarity of your writing.   

 
4) Type up a bibliography (a list of your sources, giving their author/s, title, name of 

publication, and date). Use the website easybib.com to help you properly format your 
sources in MLA 7 style. 

  
 An example of how to cite a newspaper article: 
 
Burns, Alexander, and Jonathan Martin. "Democrats Seethe After Georgia Loss: ‘Our Brand Is Worse Than      

Trump’." The New York Times. The New York Times, 21 June 2017. Web. 21 June 2017. 
 
Part Two--Reading and Responding to Books 
 

We encourage you to read voraciously and write regularly over the summer. For the 
purposes of your ICE summer reading assignment, please read at least THREE new 
books and respond creatively to one of them.  
 
A. Read at least ONE of the books on the list below. We recommend that you look 

up a summary and reviews on amazon.com or goodreads.com (or talk to someone 
who has read them) before deciding on your pick: 

 
● Rad Women Worldwide: Artists and Athletes, Pirates and Punks, and Other 

Revolutionaries who Shaped History, by Kate Schatz 
● 1984, by George Orwell 
● Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson 
● The Land, by Mildred Taylor 
● Feed, by M.T. Anderson 
● Lord of the Flies, by William Golding 
● Gathering Blue, by Lois Lowry 
● March, by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell (three part graphic novel 

series about the Civil Rights Movement) 
● Ender’s Game, by Orson Scott Card 
● Out of the Dust, by Karen Hesse 
● Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury 
● Fred Korematsu Stands Up, by Laura Atkins and Stan Yogi 



● The Skin I'm In, by Sharon Flake 
 
       B. Read at least TWO other books, fiction or nonfiction, of your choice.  

 
If you need ideas for some good books, there is a list of recommended books on Josh’s 
class website: 7icehumanities.blogspot.com--look for the Summer Reading page. 
 
Creative Response for Books from Part Two:  
 
Complete a creative response for one of your three books. Here are some options: 
 

1) Write the next chapter in the novel after it ends. 
2) Write a new chapter or scene in the middle of the novel. (First provide a short 

explanation of where your scene fits into the plot of the book) 
3) Write a series of letters between important characters in the novel. 
4) Make a piece of art representing the point of view of one of the characters you 

find most interesting. Write an explanation of what you were trying to express.  
5) Write a series of poems expressing the points of view of one character or several 

characters.  
6) Make the best book cover you can imagine for this book. Include a “blurb” 

and/or short review to sell the book to potential readers. 
7) Make a video acting out your favorite scene/s. Type out the script.  
8) Make a diorama of a key scene. Write an explanation of why you thought it was 

a key scene.  
9) Record a song inspired by the novel. Print out your lyrics.  
10) Another creative option that inspires you.  

 
Create a cover page for your entire summer reading assignment with:  
 
● your full name 
● I.C.E. 7th Grade Summer Reading  

 
Staple all pages together neatly.  
 
The summer reading assignment is due on the first day of regular classes, 
after Opening Project is over.  

 
Have fun with it! 

Looking forward to a GREAT year in Humanities class with you! 


